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COMPOSER NOTES

These 'Notes' refer to occurrences within the score and are listed here to minimize clutter on the pages.

Mallet staccato notes throughout

mm. 17-18 and 21-22: Dynamic expressions apply to stems down treble chords only

m. 24: Symbols placed by individual F2, F3, F4 notes in the chord indicate:
4 ¥ = Ring and begin stirring Singing Bell 44 = Cease stirring SB

m. 30: Damp sign applies to 'LV All' from m. 24. Position 3 (P.3) play B4 bell for smooth transition
m. 60 & 64: Suggest P.5 take F5 chime, P.6 take A5 chime, and P7 take B5 and C6 chimes

A Crucible is defined as the following:

a) - A vessel used for melting materials to be subjected to very high heat
b) - A severe test or trial
c) - A place or situation where concentrated forces interact to cause or influence change or development

This piece was a passion project that reached its completion right around the time the 5th David Davidson
Composition Contest was announced for the 25th anniversary of Distinctly Bronze. I consider events and groups
like Distinctly Bronze, Bay View Week of Handbells, and Zenith to be our own personal Crucible.

We as ringers come together as individual elements united under one conductor with the purpose of pulling
music out of the most complex scores for our instrument. It is indeed a test or trial.

Between bell changes, meter changes, numerous articulations and techniques, as well as use of the full 8 octaves

of handbells, ringers who play 7he Crucible are indeed pushed to the melting point.

© Copyright 2025 - From the Top Music ~ All Rights Reserved.
Photocopying prohibited. CCLI License 7247603
Albuquerque, NM - 87120  www.FromTheTopMusic.com



Awarded an Honorable Mention in the 2023 David Davidson Composition Contest

The Crucible

PRELUDE - Stately, Debonair J =72 Caleb J. Onstead
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*D/ES in bass clef mm.17-21
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TOCCATA - Deliberate, Idosyncratic J =112
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*LV all through m. 81 b. 3 . Car. 20813
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7-8 oct. double all notes C7 and above 8va
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*mm 101-102: Recommend P7 mallet G5 for clarity
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